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Affiliate Marketing: An Overview

So you have developed a product which you believe will do miracles! The next step
and an even more important step is to make your customers believe in your belief, |
mean you have to make your customers convinced that your product really is an out-
of-this-world invention. How can you reach out to the maximum number of probable
customers? Simple, create a website and then you have the access to the possible
clients at all corners of the globe. Now how can you make sure that your website
attracts maximum traffic? Well you have to take the help of the affiliate program.
Yes, affiliate program, an alternative marketing strategy for the online business is by
far the most effective solution for selling things over the internet.

The concept that is believed to originate in the chitchatting of a cocktail party seems
to be an integral part of any profit making web business today. It is a kind of
marketing, in which the marketer sells the other people’s merchandise. It works like
this:
e The affiliate has a website with the banners and text links of the company
seeking advertisement.
e The objective of the affiliate will be to direct the visitor to the advertising
website with a click on the given links.
e When this click takes the visitor to the intended website and the visitor makes
some purchase from that website, the affiliate directly gets some commission.
e While most of the merchants pay their affiliates only after a purchase has
been made, there are many companies that pay their affiliates for all clicks
and leads to their websites. There are various tools and software available
that are used to track traffic and sales that are redirected from affiliate
websites. The major solutions include hosted services, shopping carts with
affiliate features, standalone software and third party affiliate network.

In its infancy, during late 1990's and early 2000's, conceiving and running an affiliate
program was rather costly. But now you have a range of cutting edge software that
reduces the cost of your affiliate venture dramatically. The affiliate marketing has led
to the emergence of a new generation of entrepreneurs - the affiliates. Affiliate
marketing has proven to be a really effective money making tool for those, who take
this marketing strategy seriously and make all efforts to maximize the income
potential by tapping in all the advantages of internet. There has been a consistent
growth in the success rates of the affiliate companies in the past few years. Not only
the big players in this sector, the single affiliates have also been greatly benefited by
this wonderful money weaver of the cyber world.
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Affiliate Marketing: How It All Began; A Brief Discussion
about Its History

The advent of the internet has changed the world; it has changed how we work, it
has changed how we advance in our careers, it has even changed how we think.
Websites are no longer the tool for providing information, with the success of e-
commerce, websites and web related activities have become the most lucrative tool
for money making. Now, it is not possible for any product, no matter how good it is
to be accepted in the market, without proper publicity. While traditional ways of
publicity may prove extremely useful for selling products in the real market,
advertising in the virtual world is a different ball game altogether. Here you have to
engineer other tricks to get your ball rolling and the affiliate program provides you
just the ideal advertising tool for making your product popular over the internet.
Although affiliate marketing is still in the beginning stages of its infancy, it has
become the most effective tool for promoting all kinds of business - sometimes
involving a particular product, service or concept - on the internet.

You might be feeling curious about the origin of affiliate marketing which has become
literally all invasive in the recent years. You will be surprised to know that it has only
a brief history behind it and the story of its origin is rather simple. According to
certain IT myths, the concept of affiliate marketing sparked off in a cocktail party,
where a lady approached Jeff Bezos, CEO and founder of Amazon.com with an
intention to sell books on her Web site. This led this man with exceptional business
acumen to evolve an idea to link the website in question with the Amazon site and
receiving commission on the books sold on the linked website. This led to the
creation of the Amazon Associates Program in July 1996 which involved placing of
banner or text links on the affiliates’ site for individual books with direct link to the
Amazon’s home page. And every time a visitor was directed from the associate’s site
to Amazon.com and purchased a book, the associate received a commission.

However, many researchers on the matter are of the opinion that it was not Jeff
Bezos who pioneered the concept of affiliate marketing, he only popularized it. As
claims Brad Waller, the VP of Affiliate and Business Development for EPage
(www.epage.com), with its buyweb program, CDNow was the first to coin the
concept of an affiliate program in November 1994. The buyweb program introduced
the concept of click-through purchasing through independent online stores.

Since its inception in Mid-1990’s, affiliate marketing has come a long way and in the
new millennium, we find more complex kinds of affiliate programs all over the
internet. The use of advanced tools and marketing style - both have changed a lot. It
is a matured medium of advertising now and with the use of such tools as cookie
stuffing, data feed and like affiliate marketing is going to add new dimensions to the
web marketing scenario.
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Affiliate Marketing: Sell Other People's Product to Get a
Fatter Bank Balance

So you think you have the fire in the belly and have all that it requires to be a
successful entrepreneur? Only you are concerned about the massive down payment
that is involved in starting a big venture, right? Why don’t you utilize your talent in
any of the online ventures like affiliate marketing, where you do not have to break
the bank to start a lucrative business?

But what is affiliate marketing and how can you join the band wagon of the affiliates?
Actually it’s a lot easier to become an affiliate than you have imagined. And the best
part of it is that it is one of the cheapest ways of starting an internet business. You
do not need to invent a wonder product to start this business. Affiliate marketing is
actually the way of helping other people to find buyers for their products.

So how do you proceed in the business? All you need to have is a website of your
own. As an affiliate what you need to do is to direct people to the website of the
company, whose product or services you are promoting. If the visitor makes some
purchase from that site or perform some intended task, you automatically get
commission from the product selling company. And the amount of the commission
starts from 15% and in many cases, you are offered a commission which is more
than 50%. So you get my point; you can earn money with a minimal investment. If
you are a new comer in the world of internet business, affiliate marketing can
become the perfect start-up venture for you. Even if you are engrossed in some
kinds of offline activities, affiliate marketing may become your source for additional
income.

So how can you promote the other people’s product on your website? The company
whose products you are going to sell, supply you the banners or text ads having
direct links to its site. What you need to do is place these links in your website in a
way so that they easily catch the attention of your visitors and they click on those
links only to reach the site where they can make a purchase of the product. And
every time a purchase has been made, a commission is credited to your bank
account to make you richer by a few dollars.

Now coming to the most important point of all, how is the income generated? There
are mainly three ways that the affiliates are compensated by the merchant
companies: pay-per-click (PPC), pay-per-sale (PPS), or pay-per-lead (PPL). The PPC
method pays you every time you direct traffic to the merchant’s site. In PPS, the
affiliate earns commission when the visitor sent by him makes a purchase. In PPL
programs, an affiliate is paid a fixed fee whenever their referral results in sales
leads.
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Affiliate Program: A Beginner's Guide

Are you an avid ‘Netizen’? Then you might be familiar with the term, ‘affiliate
marketing’. A number of times the term has sparked off your curiosity, but you could
not quite cipher out what the term actually refers to. Well, now you have reached the
right place, for this article explains the fundamental points of affiliate marketing for
an easy understanding about the concept.

To start from the scratch; at the time of surfing the net you might have clicked
number of times on the banners or links only to be carried over to another website
selling a particular product. Well, the former was an affiliate’s website trusted for the
promotion of the product of the latter's. Sometimes you get e mails containing links
that also take you to certain sites. Here also you are responding to another kind of
affiliate program.

The entire concept works like this: a company has a certain product to sell,
preferably through its website. Now it creates an automated process, where other
websites are offered to join hands with this manufacturer’s website with an
agreement to promote its products. These promoting websites place links and
banners in their websites and on clicking on the links you will be taken to the
company's website where you can buy the product or services. The owners of these
promoting websites earn a commission for taking you there. The job done by the
promoting websites are simply referred to as affiliate marketing.

Take this example for a better understanding: Perhaps you've created a website that
deals with the craft of candle making. Suppose people who share the same passion
about this craft visits your website. Then sprinkle up recommendations all over the
pages. They might click on the link that takes them to the wax supplier’'s site and
makes some purchase. And you earn some commission. Then your website may
point toward a certain magazines on the art and take the visitor to their website
where he eventually makes an annual subscription for the magazine. And yet
another commission earning for you! The series seems to continue and all the time
you keep on getting your commission right away.

Now what are the possible ways of getting the commission? Well, there are number
of ways, how the affiliates are paid their dues. The way of paying commission
however depends on how the company you're affiliated to chooses you to pay. In
general, you can get commission for every impression, for every click, for every lead
or for each sale. However, your earning will be higher as more and more number of
visitors from your site make purchases at the company’s website.
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Affiliate Program: A Career That Promises You a Very
High Income Potential

Are you a stay-at-home parent looking for a suitable home job? Or are you engaged
elsewhere yet looking for an additional source of income? Or are you a budding
entrepreneur who wants to start a business venture without investing a large
fortune? In all such cases and some others, affiliate programs promise a great
career option that not only offers you job satisfaction, but the possibility of a
considerably high income.

Affiliate marketing is a kind of advertising job that involves the promotion of certain
merchandises on your website. In the ultimate terms, an affiliate is a mediator
between the buyer and the seller of the product. What an affiliate has to do is create
an attractive website that is visited by a number of visitors everyday. The links of the
merchant’'s websites are strategically placed all over the affiliate website and the
visitors are taken to the merchant’s site on clicking on those links. A percentage of
these referrals result into some kind of purchase. The affiliate gets a commission for
leading a probable customer to the merchant’s site and his products or services.

It apparently looks like a simple process. But like any other business ventures, you
have to learn the tricks of the trade if you want to excel in the field. You have to
understand how the whole system works. So if you want to carve out a career out of
affiliate marketing, you have to work on it seriously. Well, it is a competitive market,
where 99 out of 100 visitors are directed to the merchant’s site but only one makes
a purchase. So an affiliate has to be extremely persuasive in his marketing attempts
and strategic in placing the ad texts in his site. You might have come across these
words which tell you that affiliate marketing is a job that will keep your bank balance
soaring while remaining asleep - these are all myths. The reality is: you have to be
diligent if you want to see success in the affiliate business.

In addition to these, there are certain other factors. You have to choose the product
and company with discretion. For promotion always choose a product that excites
you personally. Your website has to be interesting enough so that considerable traffic
is generated. To give your affiliate career a real boost, you can consider the use of
newsletters. These will inform people about the existence of your website from
where the visitors will be ultimately directed to the merchandise that you are
promoting. Also consider buying email lists from companies selling quality leads for
these types of business use. Also make it a point to join an affiliate forum to remain
aware of the latest marketing trends and hot selling products.

As in any other business, you can not develop any hard and fast rules that will help
you to become a business tycoon. Ultimately it is your own business acumen that
helps you to develop your own strategy. Stay in business for some time, gather
experience and you will soon find out the secret of getting a successful affiliate
career.
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What people want to know about affiliate program

Do you have a prior idea what affiliate marketing is all about? If yes, fine and if no
it’s high time you should get introduced to this modern marketing procedure. Like
everyday you drive to your office, you can spare a few hours on net surfing and
earning penny. Latter this can turn out to be your personal business with high
margins of profit. Eager to know more!

What is your role in any affiliate marketing program? Or how can you become an
affiliate? Very simple! You have to play the role of the inbetween platform between
the company that sells products or provides with services to the customers at the
other end. And as a return you earn a share from the company and that’s no meager
amount.

Own a personal website and become a promoter of others® business. Every
business requires a major promotional backup without which the business cannot
accelerate smoothly. A business house undertakes various promotional programs
regarding this aspect like organizing advertising campaigns, etc. but nowadays
everyone looks for an easy outlet for making more profits. Thus the business owners
have discovered that if these affiliate associates are created they don’t have to take
the pain of marketing to a large extent.

What the business house does is formulate these affiliate marketing programs. And
as an affiliate you create a series of links about a certain product so that any
customer willing to search for it easily gets connected via your site. If the customer
turns up potential and signs up to buy it, you get your part of labor. For this, what
you did has created the easy opportunity for the customer to confirm his/her
purchase and for the seller as you catered to his/her promotional needs for the
product.

Rule your business keeping it in harmony with your passion and interest.
This brings you immense joy at work and you simply don’t work to earn and make
profit. There should always be a noble cause behind your purpose. So play on the
area of likings and select the topics accordingly. When you carry on the search work
and create links, you do it with more affinity and the affiliation you make through
marketing is more stable with a better result. The theme line of your work becomes
the key to your business.

When you select a subject to work on, you must go in depth and do a
specialization on it. Try to always relate things that are the latest trends in the
market. This provides you with the mobility to work more as you find out more
effective results without any wastage of time. If the demand is more and you hit it
right then with the same intensity of supply, you are definitely the gainer.

Fix up a checklist of your target buyers. This is helpful because you don’t have
to hunt in the dark for the audience to login; you set and then make a deal of the
affiliate program to bring you a profit. Instead of that do prior market research,
fix up you conditions as per your interests and apply them to gain popularity for your
website in the search engine list.

If you are true to your wish and dedication, you truly will deserve the best outcome
from affiliated marketing in this web world.
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Going to Join an Affiliate Program? The Points You
Should Consider For Making an Evaluation of the
Program

With affiliate marketing becoming the most efficient way of enlarging the erevenues,
hundreds of merchants seem to launch affiliate programs every week and it is
becoming increasingly difficult for the affiliates to strike on the right affiliate
program. When you have finally zeroed in on a particular affiliate program, never
forget to watch out for certain important points. At first look, they may appear as
unimportant, but it is these apparently minor factors that can deprive you of
hundreds of valuable affiliate dollars in the ultimate stage.

So never forget to consider these basic points when you have decided to join a
particular affiliate program:

e Look for the contact details in the website of the company. In case there is no
contact information like, email, phone number or office address, you will not
be able to contact them in case of any trouble.

e You will come across the affiliate programs that offer less than 2 %
commission to the affiliates. Do you think it is worthwhile to join the
programs that offer such a meager commission for all your hard work? Even if
you are new in this business, never join a program that offers you a
commission less than 10%. However, use your research capabilities and find
out whether the product sells well. In that case you can consider promoting
the product, but never for a commission less than 8%.

e Find out the cookie length allowed by the program from the terms of services
or information pages. Cookie length determines the stretch of time for which
a customer is considered a referral from your website. Most of the affiliate
programs provides for 30 days Cookie period. That means you will earn a
commission only when the visitor redirected from your site to that of the
advertiser's makes a purchase within 30 days. There is no meaning in
promoting a program that offers less than a 30 day cookie length.

e Be careful that the merchant’s Site does not suffer from traffic leaks. Traffic
leaks occur when the third-party links in forms of banner ads, Google
AdSense ads, popups, popunders, text links etc appear in the affiliate
program site. In these cases, the probable customers click on these third
party links and taken to other company’s sites. And both the affiliate and the
merchant lose business. Because the customers may buy products from the
other company’s site and for that the affiliate does not earn any commission.
These things are particularly common with newly launched affiliate programs.

¢ In many cases, the customers are referred to the merchant’s site from that of
the affiliate’s only to place orders over the telephone and the affiliate loses on
his commission. So make sure that the program has a system to track phone
orders for affiliates by putting the affiliates ID number next to the phone
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number. Customers are asked for that number at the time of placing order
and are manually credited for the sale.
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Features of a Good Affiliate Terms of Service Agreement

Do you think you possess a rare combination of creativity and business inclination?
So use your talent to develop a wonderful website and become an affiliate marketer
to earn money through your website.

By its very nature, an affiliate program is an agreement between you and a product
or service selling company. As per the agreement, you send traffic from your website
to theirs and in return you get a commission every time your referral translates into
a sale on the merchant site.

It is true that affiliate marketing has huge earning potentials for the serious
marketers. But the condition is: you have to choose a proper affiliate program. Now
there are no hard and fast rules to define a proper affiliate program; you have to
judge whether it is proper or not by comparing it with the theme of your own site. If
your website deals with jewelry there is no use in promoting digital cameras on your
site.

In addition to finding out the suitable products for your website theme, it is also
important to find out the trustworthy affiliate programs. Can you conclude by just
looking at one website that the company will turn out be a reliable advertiser? No!
That is why you need to enter into a terms of service agreement with the company
whose product you are going to promote in your website.

When you decide to join any affiliate program, you are required to accept an
"Agreement". This binds the affiliate and the advertiser in a legal contract. It serves
a two-way purpose: on the one hand, it ensures that the affiliate is not deprived by
the company of what is due to him, on the other hand the companies also rest
assured that they can take any legal action if the affiliates are found to resort to any
dishonest means. This agreement puts down clearly the responsibilities of both the
parties so that none has to complain about anything after you have started the
operation.

Before entering into any agreement, make sure of the following features of the
agreement.

Company background

A good affiliate agreement must contain the contact details including email address,
company address, phone number, and the name of a person to contact. Even if you
get all this information on the company website, cross check the company history to
know how long the company has been in operation, what is the employee strength
and so on. It is always better to join an affiliate program offered by a well
established company more than six years old.

Commission and free support

In a good affiliate agreement you will find all the matters related to commission are
simply and clearly explained. Always prefer those companies which offer you bonus
in addition to usual commission for a good performance. Also look for the
agreements that offer you free training to enhance your sales skills.
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Product
A good affiliate agreement is one that does not baffle you by supplying too many
product links. Always opt for an agreement that asks you to sell one quality product.

There are a few more points that may be covered by affiliate agreements. But the

above mentioned points are the most important features of a good agreement. So
never join a program that is devoid of these features.
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Going To Join an Affiliate Program for the First Time?
Learn About What to Cover in an Affiliate Application

You have learned about the high income potentials of affiliate marketing and are
wanting to join one? Well, try to become an affiliate with a reputable company; it will
provide you a great learning experience in the field of internet entrepreneurship. But
joining just any 'ole company does not serve any purpose. You have already created
a website that means you have great research capabilities. Utilize this skill in
researching about the company whose product you are going to promote.

As an affiliate, you need to have access to a web site where it is allowed to conduct
commercial activity. Try to use your own web site domain name. It is better than
using your internet service provider's domain name. This way the web addresses of
your pages won't have to change even if you change your internet service provider
or web hosting provider.

Now is time for applying for participation in an affiliate program. Most of the
merchants prefer to work through an affiliate network; it makes the technical and
administrative procedures related to affiliate transactions easier. Now an affiliate
network establishes coordination in the relationship between a merchant and its
affiliates. The merchants belonging to different fields of business are the clients of
these affiliate networks. Now these networks place different affiliates who sign up
with the networks with the hope of joining other affiliate programs in the network, in
different affiliate programs.

Thus you can apply for affiliate participation in two different ways. Either you join the
program through the affiliate network, or you go through the link about affiliate
opportunities on the merchant's web site. It is here you will come to know about the
instructions about how to apply for participation in the affiliate program of that
company. There will be an application form that you will need to fill out. Now you are
provided with an agreement which you have to read carefully to learn about the rules
and terms of the business.

There are certain issues you should take good care of. Make sure of the credibility
and contact details of the company. As a member of the Affiliate Program, the
company will provide you with special link formats to be used to link the business
website. You do your affiliate jobs and the specially coded links are there to take
care of the technical aspects of tracking, reporting and commission calculations. So
as an affiliate you have to make sure that these links are supplied to you in a proper
manner. Because your referral will be credited only when they will reach the
merchant’s website through these specially formatted links. It would be a wise
decision on your part if you keep a track on your progress through affiliate network
reports.
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Have You Heard of the Link Thieves? Beware of Them If
You Are Planning to Join an Affiliate Program

So you have put a great deal of sweat into creating a couple of websites with the
intention of gaining some affiliate commission out of it only to thrown at the wit's
ends by the repetitive link thieves? Yes stealing of links and eating up the cream that
is due to you have become rather a common cause of concern among the affiliates
these days. So how can you ensure that nobody can cut your pocket when you are
not taking notice? Read the article below to know about some practical ways to
prevent the link thieves from stealing your affiliate links to transform the designation
to their own particular affiliate numbers.

How does it happen? Take a typical example of link thieves of the link directories.
There are many link directories in the web. Now sometime it happens that customers
purchase under their own link and deprive them of the commission that is due to the
directory. How do these thieves manage to do so? There are mainly two ways of
doing this:

The first method is known as affiliate link substitution. All affiliate URL contains a
vendor ID. If this vendor ID gets known, it can be replaced by that of the affiliate 1D
of the link thief.

The second method involves signing up with an affiliate program after getting to
know about it from any product site. Then he makes the purchase himself.

But do not worry; there is a really easy solution to this problem which is called link
cloaking. The process simply involves creating a new designation for your links. This
can be done in a number of ways:

You can shorten the length of the link URL. That way it will also be easy for you to
remember them.

You can also hide the main URLs containing the affiliate IDs of the links in question.
You can also use mysterious hosting URLs to make them more clickable.

For availing link cloaking services you have to visit the websites of any of the service
producers. You can find many; just stage a search by typing these words, ‘link
cloaking services’. You will come to know from their websites, the exact procedure to
get a cloaked link.

Once you get the cloaked link, copy it and use it for your affiliate marketing
purposes. Upon clicking on the new link, the visitor would be taken to your original
affiliate link and ultimately to the affiliate merchant's sales page.

So go with time and consider using a cloaked link instead of an affiliate ID provided
by the merchant. They can not be distinguished by the original and you won't have
to worry of having your link stolen as your original affiliate 1D would be out of reach
of the link thieves.
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How Can You Be Sure that You Have Chosen the Right
Affiliate Program?

The decision to join a particular affiliate program is rather a tricky affair. Your income
potential from your promotional efforts is determined by the type of programs you
have chosen. Following are the things to consider prior to joining any affiliate
program.

First of all, think about the product you are going to promote through your website.
You will have an edge over the others in your selling endeavors if you truly believe in
the efficacy of that product. Nothing sells more rapidly than a product having a
personal testimonial of the seller himself behind it. If you really like the product then
tell your visitors about its usefulness and then redirect them to the site where they
can make the purchase of the product.

Secondly, conduct a research about the company; consider these questions as to
how long has the company been in business? Just check whether the company has
its name and address on their website. Make sure about the contact information. Ask
others for referrals about the company and ask for their testimonials. Judge their
professionalism by the time they take in replying to your emails. If they take time to
reply, there is every possibility that they will be late in other things too, namely
sending you the commissions. So make all attempts to judge the reliability of the
company. After all, you will not want the company to suddenly vanish owing you
money!

Thirdly, it is important to read the Affiliate Agreement thoroughly before signing up
with one. Go through all the points over and over again to understand what it really
means. Never join a program that does not have an Affiliate Agreement. Make sure
whether they have an exclusivity clause which stops you from promoting that
company's competitors' products on the same page and in some cases on the entire
site.

Fourthly, make sure of the kind of support you are going to receive from the
advertising company. The minimum support in forms of emails, phone calls or
discussion boards should be available to you. These are the ways which will help you
to clear any queries that may appear in your mind once you participated in the
program.

Lastly, make sure that the company provides 25% or more commissions on sales of
each product. Go for affiliate programs having more than one product. Suppose one
of your visitors purchases a product from them once, it's most likely that they'll buy
a related product again from the same site and you'll get the commission from this
second purchase as well.

Thus there are a number of lucrative affiliate programs available on the internet.
Choose with discretion and they are sure to help you build up a fat bank balance
over time.
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How to Attract the Big Shots to Be A Part Of Your
Affiliate Program

So you have been inspired by the stories of the entrepreneurs accumulating wealth
with the assistance of affiliate programs and launched your own affiliate program!
Are you getting to see any remarkable rise in your sales graph? Not yet! Then you
have to assess the performance of your affiliates more closely. As in the real world,
so in the cyber world; a group of efficient marketing persons can take your company
to a new height. Similarly in the arena of internet marketing, you have to work with
professional and efficient affiliates who with their efficient web marketing skills can
contribute to a huge growth in your company.

You might have heard of those super affiliates. These are the breeds that have been
able to curve a niche in the industry by building up a mammoth affiliate network and
giant mailing lists. They already have more than one popular and successful website.
These are the types of affiliates who will be successful in pushing up your sales in the
internet. You have to launch your affiliate program with an eye on these super
affiliates. But you can not attract them simply by submitting your listing in any of the
affiliate directories, for the super affiliates are less likely to consult directories to join
any affiliate program. So how do you reach out to them?

The best place to locate the top players of the industry is the Joint Venture Websites.
The JV sites are the market places of the marketers. The affiliates visit these sites for
finding out partners for sharing a program. Do not discard the affiliate directory
altogether, consult them along with these JV sites and this combination can work to
your advantage in being spotted by some of the most efficient affiliates. In JV sites,
you will come across a set of marketers, who you will find the ideal affiliates to deal
with time and again. You can consult the site below to get information about several

JV sites. Http://trading-web-solutions.com/jv

Naturally, the affiliates will be interested to take part in your program only when
they are sure of the earning potential from your program. Branded products sell
better. So if you want to include super affiliates in your affiliate program you have to
consider a brand development. Take the instance of the brand value of Amazon.com
and its huge network of affiliates. Since, this online book store has evolved as the
most credible place for buying books online, Amazon.com has been able to engage
thousands of best quality affiliates to sell their products all over the internet.

Lastly, there is no alternatives to high commission and good supports in attracting
the highly professional affiliates.

[INYFalcon.com|



http://www.nyfalcon.com

How to Use the Power of the Web to Its Full Potential to
Emerge As a Successful Affiliate

Are you going to try your hands at affiliate marketing? Then you must be aware of
this fact that you have just 7 seconds in your hand to attract a visitor and retain his
attention to continue with his exploration of the rest of your website. So the trade
secret of a successful affiliate is the ability to hold the attention of a visitor for quite
awhile and make him go through those parts of the pages that matter, namely the
ad texts or banners or the product images that you are promoting in your affiliate
website.

But what happens when a surfer visits your site for the first time and kept on waiting
for more than that magical 7 seconds for the page to load? Well, the visitor will be
tempted to close the browser right away. Or what happens when a visitor has real
trouble in finding exactly what he is looking for on your website? This poorly
navigational site will convince him to look for the information elsewhere and you lose
a probable customer. Then there are those fancy layouts or designer color schemes
that make the pages look too adventurous and the visitors skeptic about the
contents of the site, eventually leading them to close the browser.

If your website features any of these above mentioned difficulties, you are sure to
fail generating traffic or meeting the minimum conversion rate ultimately forcing to
close down your affiliate business. This is why you have to learn about several web-
usabilities, that is how to use the internet properly for your benefit.

You have to incorporate several internet- savvy features in your website if you want
to make your affiliate site acceptable among a wider audience. It implies, the
website should be extremely user-friendly. Take the help of different affiliate tools to
learn about navigation path data, exit patterns and error stats which will let you
assume the visitors’ possible reactions. In order to make the site more user- friendly,
consider making use of faint marketing pitch to explain what your affiliate site is
focused on and the reasons why visitors should enter into a long-term relationship
with you.

Remember, a conventional design appears to be more professional in the eyes of the
visitors and it makes the site easier to navigate. Thus it becomes easier for the
customers to place their hand on the product they are looking for.

How do you guide your customers to the site of the merchant? See to it that the
visitor can easily find out the sections dedicated to separate functions of navigation,
content, advertising and search. Also make sure your affiliate site remains free of
errors, broken links and missing content and it is compatible with all browsers.

So take care of the above mentioned areas of web applications and emerge as a
winner in the field of affiliate marketing.
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How to Make Money through Affiliate Marketing

The growth of e- commerce has opened up a whole new spectrum of internet based
businesses and affiliate marketing has emerged as the mainstay of these internet
ventures. If you are a diligent surfer of internet, you must be familiar with these
affiliate companies like ClickBank, PayPal, Pay.com and many others who have made
important contributions in taking the affiliate marketing business to this remarkable
height. What do you think the reason behind the huge success of this new generation
web- advertising business? The simple reason is that, it really helps you make
money and it is no hoax. Follow some simple tricks and you will be able to draw
thousands of dollars every month from this business which involves billions of dollars
dealing every financial year.

As with every industry so is true of the affiliate marketing business: you can not
make money by doing absolutely nothing. Your earning potential from this online
business is conditioned by certain factors. Your own effort comes in the top position.
Then you have to be absolutely internet savvy to take the advantages of tools and
software available to make your website foolproof. And the most important factor
relates to the choice of the right affiliate program to suit the scope of your website.

If you want to make money in this business, you have to be aware of each single
advancement that takes place in this field everyday. For that you have to make
extensive researches. Along with that you should be prepared to carry on with
experiments. You also have to work for the improvement of your networking skills.

Well, these were the basic premises for founding your affiliate business. Now let us
discuss about three additional quick fire techniques to enhance your earning
capacity from this lucrative business on the Internet. All of these three techniques
involve some kind of investment in small amount. The investment goes to enhance
the flow of traffic in some way or the other. Affiliate marketing is all about promoting
other people’s product through your websites and all these techniques will help you
to publicize your website through some small but intelligent investment.

First of all, to generate traffic to your website and accelerating your income,
consider taking help from Google and Overture. The practices of free traffic is
becoming outdated and to keep pace with the needs of time you have to actually pay
for the clicks and to achieve top ten positions on all search engines that actually
matter. Pay-per-click packages of different search engines also makes it possible for
you learn about the effectiveness of different affiliate programs and help you to
find out the most profitable ones.

Secondly, to cut a substantial income from the affiliate marketing business, you have
to prepare your own email list. Building an e-mail list of your own is important
because it gives you freedom to spread information about multiple offers to a
number of clients. You can take help of the co-registrations or co-op marketing
campaigns in this respect. Also there are a number of companies, who will sell you e-
mail list which you can use for circulating the information about your website
featuring a number of offers.

The next step towards making unlimited money from affiliate ventures is to start
your own offer or a sub affiliate program. In this case you are actually paying
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someone else for generating sales lead and sharing a portion of your income with the
sub affiliate. This technique yields best result only when you manage to tie up with a
number of profitable traffic-generating sites.

So you can see, if you make a little investment in this business, you will be able to
gain many times more in return. Only make it a point to monitor each technique
carefully, to see how effective they have been to earn revenue for you. The
techniques that work well can be repeated to your best advantage, and those which
do not work can be discarded for good.
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Importance of Content in Affiliate Marketing

So you believed all those stories of average Joe's making good money over the
internet by setting up a website? Don’t they sound too good to be true? Well,
actually they are not true. It is not possible to make money in the field of affiliate
marketing with just an ordinary website. Ultimately affiliate marketing is a job whose
success depends on attracting a large number of traffic. But why would people visit
your website, if it is not enticing enough? A site has to be attractive as well as
informative in addition of being user-friendly. How do you ensure these qualities in
your website? It is simple; adorn your website with quality content and it will be hard
for you to keep a count on the clicks that your website receives everyday.

As an affiliate what you do is send the visitors from your site to the merchant’s site,
where these visitors can make some transactions with the merchant. So first you will
need a traffic pool to your website. This task is fulfilled by the rich and reflective
contents. Informative contents written in a lucid way draw and retain the attention of
the customers. It is again the skillfully written and strategically placed contents that
will induce the customers to visit the merchant’s site. Now the merchant’s website
should be equally attractive with well written product descriptions or apt but
informative sales copies. So it is ultimately the content that helps you to hit the bull’s
eye that is, making the customers buy the product that is being promoted by your
affiliate website. So when it comes to the quality of the content for your website, you
can never afford to make any compromises.

When you are going to create a website, remember this fact: developing contents for
a website involves a different skill set than just generating write-ups for print media.
The contents that are going to be used in commercial websites that are promoting
certain products must be clear, concise and lucid. The literary type essays written in
complex English generally fail to attract the common visitors and thus fail to
generate adequate sales leads. Moreover, web contents must be written by keeping
in mind the demands of the search engines, so that the articles containing relevant
key words show good results in the popular search engines like Google.

So if you are going to join the affiliate bandwagon, never dare to ignore the
importance of the contents of your website. If you are not confident enough at
generating quality contents yourself, you can hire a good web content writer with
Search Engine Marketing (SEM) or Search Engine Optimization (SEO) copywriting
experience.
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Importance of Search Engine Optimized Articles

Search engine technologies are getting better and faster to deliver a more refined
and streamlined result in response to the user’s search parameters. The advanced
algorithms take the text of the contents of a web page into account to deliver the
results. As such search engines become one of the decisive factors behind your
success as an affiliate. If you want to get a grip over the targeted audience, you
have to occupy a position within the top ten places of the leading search engines.
That requires you to be a strategist of sort.

There was a time during the infancy of internet, that optimizing a website meant
stuffing the pages with keywords in the places like first lines or the bottom, where
search engine can easily pick them up. Then there were the invisible linked text at
the bottom of pages to confuse the spider. But with search engines becoming
smarter, this old school SEO tactics have become outdated. Here are some newer
SEO tactics that are sure to enhance your affiliate website’s performance in the
search engine.

The advanced search engine spiders examine the website theme to see how it relates
to keywords through a complicated algorithm. This link between the theme of the
article and the keywords are important for good position in the search engines, as
the search engines compare between your site theme and the contents of the site.
So you have to create lots of informative contents pertaining to the theme of your
site.

So first step for developing a search engine optimized site is to find out the proper
theme that perfectly represents the product you are going to promote. If you plan to
promote too many products on your site, it will probably be overcrowded with too
many keyword phrases. In that case you should consider creating another website
on the theme of these other products.

Also take into consideration the factor of page naming and choosing the proper
domain name. Don’t assume beforehand that the domain name of your choice has
already been booked. You can generate an infinite number of SEO-friendly
combinations that can help your website gain a good position in the search engines.
The same is also true of the page names. Link the page name with the keyword
phrases present on that page. Do you develop URLs dynamically with special
characters? In that case, consider using a server rewrite solution for renaming the
pages to make them more search engine friendly.

Finally, the search engine optimized sites with linked text and ALT tags are good for
generating traffic. But remember, it is not easy to master the art of search engine
optimization. Since technology is constantly evolving, always stay informed and
incorporate necessary changes in your affiliate website to make it finish in the top
ten.
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Learn about Best Affiliate Products

All around the internet you will come across the stories about how people are making
money through online affiliate marketing. You might have doubted a number of
times about the authenticity of these stories. But let me assure you, it is really
possible to make money online as a successful affiliate. You can earn money like
crazy as you promote on your website other people’s products. The big thing is that
you do not have to make a fabulous down payment for triggering off the marketing
campaign. What you simply need to do is making some shrewd business calculation;
a weighing up of the pros and cons of the affiliate program you are going to join.

Definitely you are not going to join the affiliate program for sentimental reasons, so
make it clear first what you get from the program. Don't know what to look for in an
affiliate program? Apart from the commission structure, the most important thing
that you should take into consideration is the product and services that the company
produces. Obviously, you should not join an affiliate program for promoting such a
product that has no demand in the market. If the product does not have any
demand, the product would not sell and naturally you are not going to make any
money out of it. So do some research to find out a niche market.

Also, do not restrict yourself in promoting only a niche product; try to sell more than
one product. So, the next step for you is to think of the product or services that can
be intelligently woven along with the niche product. Now what can be the best
product that you can weave into the niche site? The best solution is to recommend
something out of your own experience. It will add up to the confidence of the
customers at the time of buying.

Take the example of this affiliate marketer who has created a niche site around
certain types of kitchen appliances. He promotes the products of a rather big shot in
the industry and it proves to be a great income generator. In the next step, the site
owner has woven in some spice products that you actually process through this
particular sort of kitchen appliance. Thus another product you add to your affiliate
website to generate an additional stream of income for you. So you can see an
affiliate program opens up a stream of income if you can put your hand on the right
niche product.

So it is all about an affiliate program: a highly powerful money making machine.
Only you have to choose the right product and use it to your fullest advantage.
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Learn About Various Affiliate Marketing Tools

Yes, Affiliate marketing promises good money. But as you know, you have to pay
something to gain something and before your affiliate website turns into a money
spinning machine, you have to bear some cost with regard to uploading of a
functional site, its maintenance and update, research and generation of content, PPC
and email marketing campaigns. To reap profit, you have to a keep a sharp eye on
your profits. And how do you calculate profit? You have to compare the costs with
the revenue you are sharing with the company whose product you are promoting.
How to maximize these profits? You have to utilize the help of various kinds of tools.
Just look for them on the internet and you will bump upon hundreds of SEO, PPC and
data feed tools. These are the kind of products that help you to learn about more
advanced SEO strategies or create links or monitor your earnings. Just consult the
brief list below to know about some of the tools that an affiliate will find helpful in
maximizing profits.

Search Engine Keyword Tracker & Keyword Ranking Tool:
Looking for some free tools to help you find the ranking of various keywords in the
leading search engines? Then you can use the help of a tracker that will come to be
of great help at the time of generating SEO contents. Visit

http://www.digitalpoint.com/tools/keywords/ to get the full information

about this extremely helpful tool. However, you have to register here by providing a
username and password.

WordTracker:
You can not do without this tool that can take you anywhere on Google or other
keyword based search engines through your SEO articles. To know full details of this

unique software visit http://www.wordtracker.com

Revenue Magazine:

www.revenuetoday.comyou will find a really friendly tool in this magazine, the
only dedicated magazine dealing with the issues of affiliate marketing. With a
worldwide circulation, this quarterly magazine provides the serious affiliates a load of
information and guidelines about the recent trends of the affiliate market.
Informative articles are contributed by expert affiliates. The magazine provides
useful resource to the affiliates who seriously want to grow their business.

Scripts 4 Your Site:

http://www.scripts4yoursite.com/Visit this site to get a number of custom
data feed scripts in case you do not want to waste time in struggling with uploading
applications.

Moreover there are those helpful Google tools like Google Sitemaps, Google Analytics
or Google AdWords. While Google Sitemaps is a solution for any website to gain
improved representation in the Google index, Google Analytics helps you to follow
traffic trends in your site. The Google AdWords on the other hand helps you to create
your own ads by choosing proper keywords to draw a targeted audience.
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These were just a few helpful tools and software. You can find many more on the
internet. Most of them are free; download those which you think are able to serve
your purpose best and just watch your bank account getting swelled day-after-day.
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Learn About Various Affiliate Services and Products

If you are going to join an affiliate program you have to sign an affiliate service
agreement with the merchant company whose products you are going to promote.
As an authorized affiliate of that company you have to abide by the terms and
conditions written in that service agreement. Upon signing up with this agreement
you are entitled to use the affiliate services of the merchant company.

The merchant websites offer several kinds of services which allow other websites to
participate in their affiliate marketing programs. These services allow the affiliate
members to join in the company’s revenue sharing arrangements. Here are some of
the services offered by the merchant companies offering affiliate programs.

Link Placement is the first and foremost service included in an affiliate program. This
service lets you place and remove links and banners on your site or in your email
messages as and when you feel it necessary.

Next, service relates to the affiliate payment. In most of the cases, the affiliates
receive a commission for every sale lead sent from the affiliate’s link. In most of the
cases, payment of the commission is made automatically at regular intervals.

The affiliates also receive various kinds of support services. The merchant sites may
contact you via email and let you know about any changes in the terms of services
or any changes in the products. Necessary information can also be provided to the
affiliates via newsletters.

The service stipulated in the agreement is designed to protect the advertising
merchants from being duped by the dishonest affiliates. As for instance, the service
agreement of most of the companies prevent the affiliates from using the company’s
banners and links in newsgroups, unsolicited email, banner networks, counters,
chatrooms or guestbooks. The affiliates are prevented from placing any link in a way
that misleads the visitors and forces them in buying product from the merchant’s
site. Thus the attempts at fake sales, leads, and clicks are curbed. The affiliate
service is meant to keep surveillance on exactly what the affiliates are up to.

If you feel that your business can be benefited by an affiliate program but not feeling
confident to build up a program on your own, you can contact a service that
specializes in creating and managing affiliate programs. These services keep track
on sales and traffic generated by the affiliates. Then with the growth of affiliate
programs it becomes increasingly impossible to tackle the details of the program. A
dedicated service can solve this problem for you.

If an affiliate does not abide by the services, the affiliate website may be terminated
from the program.
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Make Your Presence Felt In the Internet: Take the Help of
An Affiliate Program

So you sincerely believe that your product has something magical in it that will set it
apart from the others of its kind? But developing a product is not all there is to it.
You have to let the people know about its existence and what it can do to improve
their lives. For that you need to publicize your product. Are you thinking about going
over to print and electronic media to make some advertisements about your
product? Well, they will not do it for free and their charges are often what seems to
be exorbitant for a new entrepreneur. So just stop thinking about traditional ways of
advertising and why shouldn’t you? There is a far better but cheaper options waiting
for you on the internet! Yes, you have guessed it right; I am talking about affiliate
marketing to help your product earn some good repute in the cyber world as well as
in the real world.

In this age of ecommerce, every body has put up a website that doubles up as an
online store. At the end of the day, your success as a merchant will be measured by
the number of products you have been able to sell. As in the real world, so as in the
cyber world, you have to take up the help of the efficient sales persons to boost up
your product sales. Now the affiliates perform this function of sales persons for you.
Their primary duty is to send traffic to your estore where the customers will be able
to see your product and purchase it. Your own website, doesn’'t matter how well
written or SEO-friendly it is, alone cannot take the company beyond a certain level.
For the consistent egrowth you must take the help of affiliate programs. An affiliate
program will allow a number of affiliates to promote your products on their websites
and thus the words about your product will be taken to far off corners of the globe.
No other means can sell your product in the internet more efficiently than affiliate
programs.

But how do you let the industry know about the launching of your affiliate program?
The most time tested way of getting known to the affiliate world over is to add your
listing to some reputed Affiliate Program Directories. This listing will help you to gain
visibility for your affiliate program and you can do this listing in two ways. Either you
opt for affiliate program submission services which will submit your program to the
relevant directories for a fee that ranges from $300 to $350 or you can submit your
site to one of these affiliate directories manually. The second method however takes
a lot of time for researching.

So launch your affiliate program today and see the improvement of your product
sales.
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Refrain from those Affiliate Mistakes that May Prove to
Be Costly for Your Business

We all know that an affiliate program can take a company’s sales level to a new
height. But sometimes an affiliate program fails miserably in bringing forth the
expected results. The faults lie both with the advertiser, as well as the marketer.
Here we list some of the common affiliate mistakes which you should avoid at all cost
so that you do not have to learn them the hard way like the thousands of other
affiliate marketers on the internet.

First of all, be creative and don’t be a bore.

Most of the affiliate programs fail to send fresh waves of creativity to their affiliates.
And the result is the same kind of monotonous and bogus advertisements appearing
on and on in thousands of websites. If you want to have a better sales result through
your affiliate program, you have to create different types of advertisements to be
placed on different affiliate websites. Variety will definitely spark off the success of
an affiliate program.

Do not be a miser in doling out the commissions.

Meager rewards often hold back the affiliates from putting their best efforts in
marketing the product. If a program pays too little, the affiliates cannot draw the
expected income from the program and their initiatives diminish. So affiliate
programs should be rewarding and the affiliates themselves should choose such
programs that adequately reward their hard work providing an end result that will be
beneficial for both the parties.

Don't be overzealous in your marketing endeavors.

Are you among those affiliates who have the habit of sending too many emails to the
prospective customers to draw their attention? Then you should know that this habit
of yours may backfire and the customer instead of getting attracted may actually
block you from entering their mailbox! You can not blame him; nobody likes their
inbox being overcrowded with frequent messages from the same marketer. Instead
stretch the time of making contacts. But never give up after making just one
contact; you have to be persuasive to achieve success in sales, both online and
offline.

The websites are no place for literary experimentations.

Did you know, most of the readers visiting your website read just 30% of the total
write up on the page? So don’t waste time on preparing elaborate contents, instead
try to grab the attention of your prospective customers by such tools as highlights,
bullets, attractive images and blurbs. Create the pages in a way that the main points
stand out prominently and the readers are enticed to spend time reading them.

So stay away from these types of mistakes and just keep on gaining from the
affiliate programs.
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Take a Tour into the World of Online Affiliate Marketing

Who doesn’t dream of making some quick cash in the business and that is also
without making a significant investment? Well the internet provides you just the right
opportunity of hitting the jackpot, only you have to be wise enough to grab the mode
that suits you best. However, affiliate marketing is the surefire way of gaining
entrance in the world of internet business; it gives you a hand on experience on how
things work in the arena of ecommerce.

A type of promotional tool, that was conceived in an informal party of the CEO of the
ebookstore, Amazon.com, has come a long way to become a booming industry
today. Everybody is making money through this online business called affiliate
marketing; entrepreneurs are becoming even richer with the help of affiliate
programs. So what is unique in this online promotional activity that has turned it into
the gold mine in recent years? To know you have to take a tour down the enticing
world of affiliate marketing.

As the name suggests, affiliate marketing is a kind of advertising business. Like the
traditional advertising, affiliate marketing also involves promotional activities, but
not in the real world. Affiliate marketing takes place in the virtual world of ebusiness,
where the words of specific merchandise or service are spread like wildfire through
the chains of links placed in the affiliate websites. The result is dramatic, but it costs
far lesser than the ad campaigns carried on in the print or electronic media in the
real world.

In the business of the affiliate marketing, the affiliates act as the mediator who
connects the probable customers and the seller of the products and services.
Affiliates have their own website and their job involves sending the customers to the
product manufacturer’'s website for the purpose of purchase or performing some
action like filling out a form. For these leads to the advertising websites, the affiliates
are rewarded by the commissions which in most of the cases are considerably high.

There can be various kinds of affiliate programs. Some program pays the affiliate
only when a purchase has been made from the particular referral. This is called pay-
per-sale program. Sometimes the affiliate is paid a one-time fee for making a
referral to the site of the merchant, where the visitor performs some intended task
like filling out a form. This is a pay-per-lead affiliate program. There is another
variety, where the affiliate is paid for every visitor redirected to the merchant’s site
regardless of any sale or purchase. This is called pay-per-click affiliate program.
Then there are Two-Tier programs that allow you to recruit the sub-affiliates and as
a result you earn commission from the direct sales, as well as, from the leads
generated by the sub-affiliate sites.

The quality of the affiliate programs are also determined by the reliability and
support that the merchant site offers the affiliates in promoting the products or
services it sells. If you are new in the affiliate brigade, our advice is: first understand
every clause of the affiliate service agreement and then take the decision of joining
any program. This way you will be able to minimize the risk of not getting paid and
maximize your affiliate income.
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The Advantages of Affiliate Program over Traditional
Advertising

So you are still thinking that the good old fashioned way of putting ads in the
local newspapers and magazines, completely ignoring to explore the possibilities
in the cyber world? Well, I must say you are rather pushing your own business
towards the most tragic end if you have not so far considered going online. Just
think of the volume and variety of internet users that will come across your
product or service through the internet. These days more and more people; of all
age, sex or ethnicity, lean towards the internet for quick information rather than
the printed materials. Thus, you should make use of advertisement in the real
world to boost up the sales of your products you cannot do without online
advertisements if you have to survive in the ultra competitive business
environment of 21° century.

The affiliate programs are a powerful advertising tool for making your presence
felt in the cyber world. An affiliate program involves the spreading of the good
words about your merchandise in the internet and in return you have to pay
them a small commission every time a new customer is redirected to your site
and performs certain intended tasks. Thus you get a grip over a wider audience.

Affiliate Advertising Can Draw More Customers

Internet is accessed from all corners of the globe by millions of people 24/7. The
internet users comprise a complex mosaic of people of all age, social background,
income group, religious preferences and education. So through the internet you
can grab the attention of a wider range of customers, which is impossible through
the traditional media. This access to a wider audience proves to be even more
helpful for the small and start up companies.

It Helps To Broaden Your Horizon

Are you a small entrepreneur who is struggling to reach beyond the limitations of
local market? Then an affiliate program is the best way of accomplishing a strong
international presence. The affiliate program will reach the information about
your product to the prospective customers in the different corners of the globe
and that is for a small fee. It would have never been possible for a small
businessman to spend thousands of dollars on traditional marketing in
international media. An affiliate advertisement does the job for him more
efficiently, but in a cheaper way.

Moreover It Is Inexpensive

The costs of putting ads in well circulated magazines and newspapers often prove
to be quite forbidding for the start up businessmen. But go for an affiliate
advertising program and you have to cough up a sum much lesser than the
traditional advertisement costs only to get returns at a much higher rate.

So consider the option of affiliate advertisement and gain access to an unlimited
number of possible customers.
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The Importance of Choosing the Niche Market before
Getting Started As an Affiliate

Just think about it: no down payment, easy generating profits, no need to invest in
an office set up! No wonder, affiliate marketing has become one of the most popular
means of making money over the internet in recent years. Just anybody with
business acumen can get into the affiliate marketing. But does everybody emerge as
a successful affiliate? The answer is NO. So what is the shortcoming? Actually there
are a number of affiliates who grossly lack the focus and make the mistake of
targeting a very large market offering variety of products to different sets of people.
Well, it is a wrong approach. The first step to success is to choose a niche product to
promote.

What is a niche market? A niche market is one that can be easily identified. A niche
market is one that comprises the customers having similar interests and needs as
your website and can be targeted and reached easily through direct promotion. A
niche market may be composed of the people pursuing different kinds of hobbies,
golfers, wine aficionados, collectors of rare gemstones and so on. If you are a
website owner or a web host, you have all the liberty to choose a niche market for
your affiliate marketing ambitions. But the real problem lies in selecting the right
niche to be promoted. It is through intense research and creating an informative web
site, you will be able to locate the niche marketing field.

Here are some tips to find out the niche market for your affiliate marketing
initiatives.

Start from there where your passion lies.

Locate the areas of your expertise, your hobby or special interest. That will enable
you to develop a really interesting and informative website drawing in huge traffic.
They seemingly have interest in the area of your expertise, so start from here and
promote a niche product having a link with your area of knowledge.

Work your brain to locate profit.

You have to find out which product has a great demand in the market. But how can
you judge this demand? Simply by discovering what people want to find through the
internet. There are two ways of accomplishing that: You can take the help of such
keyword tools as the overture suggestion tool
(http://inventory.overture.com/d/searchinventory/suggestion) or you can use
wordtracker (wordtracker.com) to know how many people are taking an interest on a
monthly basis on keywords associated with your niche product.

Do not choose a field too broad or a product having too specified use; it may prove
to be extremely competitive. It is rather wise to target a concept like a car, camera,
computer and the like where you will get easy access to a number of customers.
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The Tips for Increasing Your Affiliate Commission Like Crazy

You have heard of the entrepreneurs getting filthly rich by availing the services of
affiliate marketing. But as an affiliate you also want to get a fair share of this
fortune! After all, it is your advertising skills that get reflected in the revenues of the
company whose products you have been promoting. Here are a few practical
suggestions to increase your affiliate commission.

The first thing you have to do to maximize your commission is to choose the affiliate
program with discretion. In case of a wrong choice, there is no way of cutting a good
commission from the sales leads. So select a product for promotion that
complements the theme of your website. They must look like natural add-ons to the
contents and ideas of your site. So if your website is all about organic plantation, do
not expect to sell computer parts through your website. On the other hand, if your
site is all about web content development, then an affiliate program belonging to a
web hosting company would look like the most natural add-on.

It is important to limit the products for promotion on your site initially. First learn the
tricks of the trade by promoting one product only; it will help you to understand
what works best for the business. Once you start making profits by selling one
product, then you can take a plunge in selecting other products to promote on your
site.

Those who make money through affiliate programs have the rare ability to rise above
the cliché. So develop a habit of thinking beyond the obvious. Suppose your website
is based on efficient parenting, then do not restrict your product choice to children
books only. Why not children video games? Why not elearning software? Thus there
are multiple possibilities to take your website far and wide and earn commission from
each of the products.

But be selective of endorsing the products. It is a good idea to promote such
products of which you have a good opinion. Even if, the company offers you less
commission, promoting a product that you have interests in proves to be effective in
the long run. This helps you in convincing your visitors more to buy that product.
And as the sales increase, your earning from the commission also increases.

For an increased commission earning you can also take recourse of the two-tier
program. Under this program, other affiliates join the program under you and you
earn commission on the referrals that generate from their sites. Thus you build a
sales force of your own who as sub-affiliates keep on generating commissions for
you. After that you can graduate to a multi-tier affiliate program that allows your
sub- affiliates sign up others.

You can also take help of the ezine advertisements or Google Adwords or similar
services to generate affiliate traffic. Thus there are countless tricks to maximize your
commissions from affiliate programs. Only you need to choose the right program
judging the possible requirements of the visitors of your own site.
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Various Models of Affiliate Marketing

Want to sell some product or service through the internet? The first thing you have
to do is to make your product’s presence felt in the internet. And for that, affiliate
marketing is just the solution you were looking for. Today, affiliate programs are all
over the internet and it is widely believed, that affiliate programs are behind all
successful web businesses. Also known as Associate Programs or Partner Programs,
it is a two-way game. It is the trick of the websites to make money by directing
traffic toward other sites and in the process the other websites gain in traffic
consisting of the possible customers and that adds to its revenue. To put it in the
simplest way, affiliate marketing is all about connecting buyers and sellers and the
affiliates as the conduit through which the connection is accomplished. The affiliates
are rewarded for facilitating the connections between the manufacturer and the
customer.

It is the commission for sending traffic to the merchant’s website that generates
revenue for the affiliates. Now, the merchant's pay off only when some of their
performance objectives have been fulfilled. What can be the performance objectives?
For some, it is as simple as only a lead to the advertising website, while for some it
means filling up a form. Some websites pay their affiliates for signing up for news
letters and for the rest payment is made every time there is a purchase from the
merchant’s site. Thus you can see, the compensation schemes for affiliates are as
varied as the types of advertising websites themselves. However there are four basic
models of affiliate programs through which the affiliates are compensated by the
merchants and they are: Pay-Per-Impression, Pay-Per-Click, Pay-Per-Lead and Pay-
Per-Sale.

Pay-Per-Impression: This model involves paying the affiliate a specified sum for
every 1000 Impressions including the Page Views or Displays of the advertisement.
The advertisement may appear in the affiliate’s website as Text (AdSense), Banner
Image or Rich Media. Because of increasing frauds, this model became inoperative
for some time. But it was revived by the Google AdWords in 2005. It is now better
known as "Site-Targeting" allowing you to display your Adsense Ad on a website that
has the AdSense Ads feature.

Cost-Per-Click: In this model, an affiliate is paid by the advertiser every time the
visitor clicks on the advertisement. The compensation amount however does not
vary with the number of times the ad is displayed in the site.

Pay-Per-Lead: This is a popular model in cell phone, banking, credit card or
mortgage sectors where the affiliate earns a commission for every visitor that was
redirected by the affiliate to the advertiser’s website and performed some action, like
filling out a form or opening an account and so on.

Pay-Per-Sale: Here the affiliate earns the commission every time a purchase is
made on the advertiser’'s website by a visitor, referred to by the affiliate. Till date
this model is by the most accepted model among the sellers offering affiliate
programs.
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Affiliate Network: Instead of building up an affiliate program themselves, the
manufacturers are nowadays taking help of the third party services which has
acquired the term, affiliate network. These networks have all the necessary
infrastructures to track the traffic and referrals to your website. They also make your
job easier by finding for you the websites willing to promote your products or
services.

So these are the most popular models, through which thousands of the websites all
over the world are running their affiliate programs. Your decision regarding the
choice of the particular model should be guided by the nature of your business.
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Want to Add Affiliate Products or Services to Your Site?
Know How to Get Started

So you have a beautiful website of your own! Why don’t you use your website to
generate additional income? Become an affiliate and turn your website into a money
spinning machine. Here are some tips how you can add services and products to
your website and promote them to emerge as a successful affiliate.

Affiliate marketing is a kind of advertising and product promotion technique. The
incomes are generated through commission by selling the products of a particular
company on your website. You have to take the help of the search engines to
promote the products. Your advertising skills are reflected in your ability to develop
an enticing website. And you are rewarded by the commissions of the sales of their
products generated through your website. Being an affiliate you are actually
tempting your visitors to jump onto the company’s site where they are hoped to
make some purchase. It apparently seems that it is the companies that are benefited
by the program, but in reality the whole thing turns out be quite profitable for the
affiliates as well.

As an affiliate you are provided with a link from the company’s website whose
products you are promoting. The company is supposed to supply the affiliates some
sort of logo, along with a special URL to use for the link. You can either go for a site-
to-site linking, or you can ask for a link to specific products of the company’s site. In
the latter case, you are allowed to highlight the products that have a close
connection with the contents of your site. Your advertising skills are reflected in your
ability to tactfully induce your visitors to click on the focused items and whisk them
away to the company’s website. The HTML code making each link provides a unique
identifier and keeps record of all the traffic that have been redirected from your site
to the advertiser’s site.

Most of the affiliate links contain first the company’s site's main address, the item,
and then the code of the affiliate. Take the example of Amazon’s affiliate program. If
you want to take part in it, you have to locate the item you want to promote, copy
that URL, remove the shopping session ID that appears at the end of the URL, and
add your affiliate ID.

In stead of the links, you can also use the tag generators to add products in your
site. A tag generator is a kind of online form used to generate a code through which
a specific item is featured on your website. It also comes with a special HTML code
that includes an identifier and a link to the particular item.

All your efforts pay off in the end. When affiliate websites are fully rolling, the
product will be still out there making money even when you fall asleep and that goes
on without rest 24/7, 365 days a year.
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Want to Attract the Affiliates? Learn About the Factors
that Excite Them to Join Your Program

So you need some publicity for your product and considering the launch of an
affiliate program to accomplish this goal? It is not the objective of this article to
scare you out of the venture, but we think it is our duty to inform you in advance
that you are going to face a tough time in your search for a good affiliate.

Well, there are ways to overcome the stumbling blocks that prevent you from
hunting out a good affiliate. Before discussing about these ways, let us first examine
the characteristics which make for an ideal affiliate. No, not the quality of
perseverance, it is needed in all types of marketing, but the thing that you cannot do
without in affiliate marketing is the long-term relationship with the affiliate. In
addition to that, the affiliate should be hard working, decisive and passionate about
his or her job. Another quality of a good affiliate is that he should be open to
instructions of advertising sites.

Now in order to boost up your product sales you have to draw in the marketing
people with the qualities described above. But doesn't it seem that you can attract
the best only when you have something interesting to offer yourself? So here are
some of the criteria, which you have to develop to attract the best affiliates in the
industry.

Affiliate programs can not be restricted by geographical boundaries. So if you have
the ambition of taking your business beyond the border, then only you can attract
good affiliates. Localized products do not attract the affiliates who may belong to any
part of the planet.

Are you prepared to pay a good commission to the affiliates? Then there is every
chance of tapping in with the very best among them.

How is your business website? Is it attractive enough? If it is not, then do not expect
that good affiliates will join your program. The reason is simple. If your website does
not appear to be proper to them, they will not get confidence in referring it to the
customers. So upload a smart and user-friendly website to draw in the most efficient
affiliates.

You have to compile different types of linking methods to attract different groups of
affiliates. You can consider these widely used linking methods such as Banners,
Articles, Email Ads, Signhature Files, Guestbooks or Product Images.

Lastly, there are a number of websites having an emphasis on good quality contents
based on a specific idea, concept or belief. These kind of content sites having some
meaningful connection with your target market can prove to be an ideal affiliate for
your product.
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Want to become a super affiliate? Learn the tricks

Become an affiliate and earn a lot! What do you think? Honey though this sounds
mind blowing, things on the real ground are not that easy. After all, every business
is operated on some strategies and without those the business is a flop. There is no
reason to fancy upon the fact that all affiliates earn high commissions.

But at the same time earning rich dollars from affiliate marketing is not something
impossible. It requires a matter of clear understanding of the market trend and
setting the themes for the selling purpose. You have to plan well to set on this
affiliate business. Understand the area of your interest and thereafter develop the
area that you must concern. This is important.

For becoming a super affiliate, there are some golden rules you must know and
follow. It may make you dumbstruck to hear that an affiliate can earn up to $50,000
a month but when you will find this to be your bank balance, what will be your
reaction? Dear at that time you will urge for more and only more.

e You must begin on the clear note that you are going to take up this affiliate
marketing as a serious business.

e Initially you can begin as a part timer but if you are fair on your deal that you
want to gallop to the height of the super affiliate, this part time business
won'’t fetch you lot. So even if you desire for it, you won’t deserve it.

¢ Things are fun but need patience, dedication, marketing skill and sincerity.

e You cannot be casual and think to be drenched into wealth. No! Work on your
interest but follow the call of the market.

e Chalk out the target visitors to the web network and then research on the
affiliate programs proposed by the business houses. Merge the two and work
out the pros and cons. Study well the area of possibilities you can make out
of the business. And there you are.

e You may or may not have a personal website. If you don’t have it, you can
throughout access with the help of your affiliate “ID”. So you don’t face any
such hazards like attending to the consumers’ problems and complaints. Only
set the right links and help both the seller and the buyer to meet online. If
there is a deal you get the share of your effort to bridge this gap.

e If you can really grow into a super affiliate, not only you earn great perks, but
you lead a life of your wishes. No tension of doing work at the boss’s
gunpoint, else do it whenever you would like to. And you can operate this
from any corner of the globe.

e Fetching a good amount from affiliate marketing can also be a matter of
analyzing the competitive factor of web marketing. You just cannot go on with
your efficiency without the knowledge of your surroundings. The way this is
true for human existence, it is worth same for affiliate marketing.

e The real trick you will have to play is set up your pace in this online marketing
competitiveness. What factors attract customers instantly? You have to
research them out and then make the master plan of your website (only if
you want) to propagate with speed in your affiliate business.

e Your personal website gives you a better identity in the web business world
not just confining your skills and abilities to create links.

Do you still see anything beyond imagination in this business? Even the earning
potential which had made you go vow at the initial stage now makes you feel what’s
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big in it. Right you are! Because you can now make others be in awe of your being a
super affiliate.
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Why Do The Affiliates Need To Be Current Affair Savvy?

In these days of excessive e commerce growth, we can not possibly conceive of a
business without an internet presence. But a virtual identity is not all, you need to
make your presence felt in the cyber world and affiliate marketing is a tool that helps
you to accomplish this goal. Affiliate marketing is a technique to draw traffic by
working through a network of related websites with a conscious aim of promoting a
particular product or service. It is an inexpensive alternative for an advertising
campaign in print or electronic media. As the affiliate’s commission directly depends
upon the sales leads, the affiliates have their own interest in the success of the sales
promotion. In the face of the internet becoming a money spinning machine
everybody seems to rush to grab the first place in search engines like Google. And
that has made the affiliate advertisement a really powerful tool for enhancing
erevenue.

You might be reading stories about how people making a fortune out of affiliate
programs! But if you are just a beginner in the business, you should be informed
that managing an affiliate business is rather a tricky affair. Not only do you have to
be really persuasive in nature and a good decision maker to survive in the business,
you have to be an open minded individual who is informed about what is going on
around him.

So being aware of the everyday developments in business and technological field is
an essential quality of a good affiliate. It is extremely important because the
parameters of affiliate marketing changes everyday.

We all leaf through the pages of magazines, start our day with the morning
newspaper, take a glimpse of the articles on the evening newspaper on the way back
home. But if you are an affiliate or planning to try your hands in this field, reading
only newspapers will not do. You have to register your name with several affiliate
forums. As an affiliate you have to keep your eyes on various other kinds of field-
specific news that you do not get only in the newspapers or magazines.

As an affiliate, you should look for the type of news and information that deal with
such questions as search engines functions, online advertisements, affiliate specific
directories and other current advancements relating to the technical details of
running a successful affiliate program.

You can consider visiting the following forums that can prove to be helpful for
providing you insight in the business:

AbestWeb:|http://www.abestweb.com/
WebmasterWorld.com: [http://www.webmasterworld.com/

http://forums.searchenqginewatch.com/forum/index.php

These forums work hard to keep the affiliates savvy about what is going on inside
the industry by providing valuable information. In a nutshell, forums are an
unavoidable resource for the affiliates to stay abreast of the affiliate marketing
changes that take place everyday.
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